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Development options outlined
for Cawston Road housing site
AROUND 150 people attended a public
consultation on 7 May at St Michael’s,
Reepham, to view “development options”
for a housing estate between Cawston
Road and Wood Dalling Road.

With plans for “up to 100 houses” on
the 8.77-hectare site, “Reepham 1” is be-
ing promoted by the Salle Estate, which
says its vision for the development is to
“create something that will benefit Reep-
ham into the future”.

However, the issue of housing density
could become one of the major issues for
opponents of this development.

The Estate said the intention is to con-
struct a sustainable solution for modern
housing including:
• seeking high levels of sustainable con-
struction, possibly utilising the Code for
Sustainable Homes;
• developing homes with minimal energy
requirements, perhaps to the Passivhaus
standard;
• providing a sustainable drainage solu-
tion for both foul and surface water;
• incorporating sustainable transport links;
• seeking a high standard of design, re-
flecting local materials and context;
• making some land available for self-
build opportunities.

At the event, the promoters of the site
sought views on a number of issues on
the development of the site, including de-
sign, transport and drainage.

Salle Farms estate and farm manager
Poul Hoveson said the development
would complement Reepham and be
“something to be proud of”.

“We received a number of practical

comments at the consultation about the
town’s infrastructure and we generally
had constructive discussions with peo-
ple,” he continued.

“We are now looking at what we can
give to the infrastructure and any specific
projects that need support. For example,
we could help develop a community
transport system, improve the footpaths
into the town centre and even assist with
building a new cricket pavilion at Salle.”

Presentation boards for the event were
produced by Swaffham-based architects
Parsons+Whittley. According to Mr Hov-
eson, the brief from Salle Park Estate
owner Sir John White is to make an at-
tractive development using sustainable
and energy-efficient architecture that
will be a legacy from the estate for the
people of Reepham.

“The town has got to develop,” said Mr

Hoveson. “But the decision on where that
development takes place will be based
on which offers the best solution. We
need Reepham to come together on this.”

On the issue of housing density, Broad-
land District Council’s policy states that
“sites that are well served by public trans-
port or are close to a range of existing fa-
cilities and services will be expected to
be developed at overall net densities in
excess of 30 dwellings per hectare”.

A simple calculation would indicate that
more than 260 new houses could be re-
quired on the Reepham 1 site, although
allowing for some open space and
strategic landscaping might reduce this
number, according to Broadland District
Council spatial planning manager John
Walchester.
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Southern portion of the Reepham 1 site viewed from Wood Dalling Road

31 Church Street, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8QS. TEL 01263 825274

Manufacturers and suppliers of curtains and curtain poles, roller blinds,
pleated blinds, vertical blinds, venetian blinds, fly screens, wooden

shutters, canopies, awnings and more. All with free measuring and fitting.

www.sunlinecurtainsandblinds.co.uk





SUMMER SCHOOLS 
By popular demand, join us for three days at Binham Priory, three days at Weybourne

Station, one day Chinese brush painting (birds this time), one day painting exciting, big,
bold watercolours, and two days printmaking, lino printing. Something for everyone!

Details from Clementina Sutton 01603 872441
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THE owners of the Old Brewery House
Hotel in Reepham are reported to be
seek ing offers for the property with a
view to sell.

It is understood that the owners, a re-
lated firm to Oxford Hotels & Inns, which
is the lessee/management company, ac-
quired the grade II listed building at the
height of the property market, but have
invested little in the hotel since then. “We
are informed that the hotel is currently
operating at a loss,” said Ross Ingham of
Ingham Pinnock Associates.

The hotel incorporates a bar, restaurant,
breakfast room and public rooms, as well
as 23 en-suite bedrooms. The leisure club
was closed in December (although this
still appears on the group’s website).

While the building retains many of its
original features, such as staircases and
wood panelling, work on renovation and
refurbishment is likely to run into mil-
lions.

In 2012, the Old Brewery House was
moved to the management of Oxford’s
pubs division, which now comprises just

four hotels, while the majority of the
group’s properties were brought under
the management of Bespoke Hotels.

It is understood that in recent years,
several interested parties have made
tentative offers for the hotel, which has
apparently been on the market informally
for some time. The owners have not yet
appointed selling agents, but may do so
in due course.

The listed Georgian building was built
in 1729 and originally named the Dial
House because of a large sundial over the
front door.

The house was converted into a com-
mercial hotel in 1972 and renamed The
Old Brewery House Hotel in recognition
of its previous role as residence of the Bir-
cham family that had run a brewery in
Reepham for several generations, and be-
cause one of the hotel’s principal rooms
used to be the brewery.

Enquiries about the sale of the Old
Brewery House Hotel can be made
through Ingham Pinnock Associates.

www.inghampinnock.com

WORK by the Reepham Town Team on
the Economic Strategy is progressing well.
Having completed a comprehensive pro-
gramme of research and consultation, the
project has now moved into the strategy
development phase.

The emerging strategy is based on ad-
dressing three principal issues identified
as undermining the performance of
Reepham’s economy:
1. consumer leakage;
2. constrained business base;
3. recognition and perception.

The Town Team, which comprises rep-
resentatives from various business and
community groups, is now working up a
series of detailed projects and initiatives for
each of these issues. For example, to ad-
dress consumer leakage it is developing
projects based on creating a retail renais-

sance, addressing a range of problems with
the public realm particularly in the town
centre, and improving local transport.

To address issues around recognition
and perception, projects are emerging
that seek to improve the quality of new
development, make best use of vacant
land and buildings, and improve the vis-
itor experience.

Reepham Life will provide further up-
dates on the Economic Strategy as it pro-
gresses. You can also sign up to an e-
newsletter at: 
www.inghampinnock.com/
reepham-economic-strategy/

Farmers’ market for Reepham?
KERRI’S Farmhouse Pine at the Old
Railway Station, Reepham, is considering
providing space for a regular farmers’

food market.
The aim is to promote good quality, lo-

cally sourced produce including fruit and
vegetables, bread, meat and fish, and
jams and chutneys.

No decisions have yet been taken as
the owners of Kerri’s are keen to know
if the residents of Reepham and district
would be interested in supporting a farm-
ers’ market.

You can contact Kerri’s by email: 
kerrispinefurniture@btconnect.com
www.facebook.com/KerrisFarmhousePine
or by calling in at the shop.
�Would you support a farmers’ market
in Reepham? Let Reepham Life know
your views.

Economic strategy initiatives take shape
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Unrealistic housing numbers
REGARDING the recent Cawston Road con-
sultation, Realistic Reepham were disap-
pointed that the landowner and his agents
felt it appropriate to hold a consultation on
a large development at such short notice.

We know that they intend to use inno-
vative “green” building technology, but we
feel this is an inappropriate location for
any housing development, however “eco”.

The site’s promoters asked residents for
their opinions, but if they are really inter-
ested in what Reepham thinks of large-
scale housing development, all they have
to do is to view the hundreds of com-
ments made about the various proposed
sites on Broadland District Council’s
consultation website portal.

In recent months we have seen a govern-
ment document which states that the num-
ber of new homes required in the coming
years is far less than previously estimated.

The Department for Communities and
Local Government says that 2011-based
projections show a lower growth in the
number of households compared with the
2008-based projections, equating to 24,900
fewer households per year between 2011
and 2021 in England.

Given this, why are Broadland and oth-
er local authorities in Nor folk so keen to
build huge numbers of houses in the Nor-
wich area? Where do the target numbers
come from? If the numbers are unrealistic,
why do Broadland and the Greater Nor-
wich Development Partnership not reduce
these targets?

The residents of towns like Reepham
should show a strong front for realistic
growth in line with local needs. They
should not give in to over-ambitious local
authorities try ing to earn cash from larger
numbers of council tax payers and levies
imposed on housing developers.

Reepham residents should not imagine
that they will gain any significant new fa-
cilities themselves from developments of
this kind. The benefits will mostly go else-
where.
Mark Bridges, Chair, Realistic Reepham

Reed beds are ‘not on’
WE visited the Reepham 1 display on 7
May – what a load of useless enviro-
codswallop waffle it was! My wife and I

knew more about the environment, traffic
flows, sewage and loss of productive farm
land than the presenters.

In my opinion, reed beds are not appro-
priate for a housing estate. A single house
or two out in the country may be OK, but
this could be a big stinking issue for Reep-
ham in the future – after the developers
have departed with their profit, of course.

The liquid going into a reed bed is raw
liquid sewage effluent – it freezes in winter
and then backs up and blocks the pipes.

Our house in Reepham is on a septic
tank, which collects the solids only. The
liquid then flows to a two-pipe gravel
trench percolation area of some 200
square feet buried four feet down, under
our drive. This is not exposed to the sur-
face and does not smell.

The septic tank must be emptied by
suction road tanker every 12 months and
is then taken to a sewage works (not
Reepham) for proper treatment.

Our solids tank is about 700 gallons for
one house, so for a 100-house estate this
would mean at least 70,000 gallons. A big
road tanker holds 5,000 gallons of fuel so
you can imagine what an annual (or more
often?) clean-out operation an estate-size
septic tank would be. Plus the stink
when they do it.

If people want to know what sew age
smells like, ask the residents at the east
end of Back Street when the wind blows
from the direction of Reepham sewage
works. Of course, a big septic tank
would have to have a breather pipe stick-
ing up. Another pong point?

There is no substitute for a proper treat-
ment works. If our river can only take a
small increase of fully treated outfall from

the sewage works then no housing estates
of the size being promoted should be built
in Reepham at all.
Concerned resident 
(name and address supplied)

Development is unsustainable
THE “viewing” of the Salle Estate’s pro-
posal for the Reepham 1 development
came decked in green livery. Perhaps they
were trying to make it seem more attrac-
tive – or at least less harmful – than other
competing schemes for housing estates
around the town?

Reepham must beware. While this
scheme is still at a very early stage in the
planning process and there is little de tailed
information, its real green credentials
seem shaky, and other infrastructural and
social problems would certainly emerge,
too. The list that follows is not exhaustive.
• “How to grow a rural ghetto, from
scratch?” Build an estate at the furthest point
from the town centre, and then perhaps bus
the children to school in the next village be-
cause the local primary school is full? The fact
that an electric “green” minibus might be
used for schools runs wouldn’t help much.
• Drainage and sewage would rely on
septic tanks and reed beds. Many UK reed
bed installations have failed com pletely
in recent hard winters. We feel sorry for
whoever has to live closest to the septic
tank. How often will trucks come to emp-
ty it out?
• Traffic and roads. This will basically be
a dormitory settlement and people will rely
on cars, whatever the promoters say. Their
map helpfully points out the “commuter
route to Norwich via Cawston”. They are
trying to pretend the extra traffic generated

Under a bucket of Green Bull it’s still a White Elephant.

TWEETS
tweet your views to @reephamlife



by the housing estate will not be added
to that already using the dangerous di-
rect route to Norwich via Alderford.
• “Isn’t it wonderful to see a low-den-
sity scheme with only 100 houses?” The
real question is whether Broadland Dis-
trict Council’s policies would let anyone
build here at this “low” density. Broad-
land had wanted 200 houses and may
have the powers to enforce this on
Salle Estate, or on a subsequent owner
if the land is sold. Once developers
gain control of a site, all kinds of things
can happen. Look at the Overton
Way estate – 38 dwellings were even-
tually built on a site where originally
permission was granted for 23.
• “The ancient hedged footpath will
be retained”. Perhaps, but it would be
permanently harmed ecologically. It is
an extraordinary survival, with no less
than 14 native tree and shrub species
including many wild fruit trees. Lying
on an environmental boundary, with
pasture on one side and open farm-
land on the other, it provides a di verse
habitat for birds, bats and other crea-
tures. Surround it with houses and it
will be as if it has been stuffed and put
in a glass case.

Estate-type development may be
profitable for the local authority (i.e.
extra council tax) and for landowners,
but it is unsustainable in many ways.
It is not the way forward for our town.

Reepham people must raise their
voices for a “Plan B” before it is too late.
Imogen and Trevor Ashwin,
Cawston Road, Reepham

Pity poor Cawston
WHILE the Reepham 1 presentation
on 7 May was displayed in a profes-
sional way, we felt the “green” promo-
tion was being pushed in front of us,
rather than the fact they are still
planning a large-scale development.

When we asked questions regarding
the reed beds, we received vague re-
sponses. We could not also understand
why anyone would even consider put-
ting a large septic tank near any res-
idents.

We are interested in what long-term
research has been done on reeds beds
on such a large development and, if
and when problems arise, who would
be responsible? 

We did notice that traffic is being en-
couraged to go in the Cawston direc-

tion. Cawston Road is dangerous as it
is, with the bends and high hedges ob-
structing visibility.

We hope the residents of Cawston
are fully aware of what could hit them
during rush hour. We are looking at
the very least an extra 100 vehicles.

There have been several occasions
recently of “near misses” owing to res-
idents parking on one side of the high
street there. Reepham or Cawston can-
not cope with this extra volume.

We also believe Orchard Lane will
be turned into a “rat run” as a quick
way out; this is dangerous, as it is only
wide enough for one car.

Reepham and the surrounding areas
cannot cope with such a large devel-
opment; it is totally unrealistic. If we
have to have development, use the
brownfield sites within the settlement
limit first.

Why is this all happening? Profit, but
not for Reepham. We will receive just
a fraction, but we as residents will
have to live with the extra volume of
traffic, lack of parking, extra pollution,
etc. – and that’s without the damage
to our wildlife and our views.
Name and address supplied

A plan in total isolation
THANK you for the excellent and in-
formative publication, Reepham Life,
particularly for the “voice” it offers to
residents.

Your last edition enclosed a flyer for
the proposed development of the site
along Cawston Road. I was grateful to
receive this as the proposal greatly im-
pacts on my personal environment.

However, I was disappointed that
Salle Estate did not give more notice
of this event. It made me feel they
were not really concerned about the
impact of this proposal on residents.
(Fortunately, Realistic Reepham had
warned us.)

Despite the short notice, I made it to
the display. The main impression I had
was that the proposal was presented
in a very “detached’ manner” – it was
not concerned with the issue of
whether or not Reepham should be de-
veloped. It just took the position that
this was not its problem, and accepting
the development plan imposed by
Broadland District Council.

Equally, the impact on the road was
not its problem, but that of the High-
ways Agency; the provision of services
likewise.

It was a development plan in total
isolation. This is at odds with Salle Es-
tate’s long-term position as “custodians
of the wider countryside around
Reepham”. Where does its interest ac-
tually lie?

The proposal itself was hypothetical
and took advantage of the appeal of
low-density eco-housing. For example,
no developer was lined up. Would it
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Thanks to the Bircham Centre Trustees
I RECENTLY attended the Annual General Meeting of the Trustees of the
Bircham Centre in Reepham as a member of the public. I was encouraged
to participate and took pleasure in applauding the Trustees for the enormous
progress they have made over the past few years towards making the Centre
a truly important part of life in and around the town.

Being married to a Trustee, I thought I knew a lot about the Trust’s
achievements, but revelations at the AGM made me aware of what I didn’t
know. This hard-working group of volunteers are not renowned for “blowing
their own trumpet”, but without their commitment, the Bircham Centre
would be struggling to survive.

The Centre’s current success is built on the hard work and commitment
of previous Trustees, notably June Betts and Moira Dye, who kept the Centre
alive during difficult times. I am truly hopeful that the public will come
to realise, appreciate and support what has been, and continues to be,
achieved by today’s Trustees headed by Sue Ivins.

They have been instrumental in transforming, enhancing and securing
the building, and have added considerably to the range of services provided,
both directly and indirectly to the residents of Reepham and the
surrounding district.
John Palmer, Chapel Close, Reepham
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be financially viable? The “houses per
hectare” issue was also ignored.

The consultation form was slanted so
that liking (which I did) the proposed
eco-build system seemed to imply agree-
ment with the proposal. More uncomfort-
able was the underlying message – if you
don’t like this then you could end up with
a “Wimpey style” estate.

Those presenting the plans were gen-
erally ill-informed on the running of the
sewage treatment method. I am pleased
to encourage any green measures, but
this plan seems to seek advantage by pro-
posing green or eco-friendly methods.

Those with power, in particular Broad-
land but also the land-owners around
Reepham, have a responsibility and a
unique opportunity to support the best
interests of this very special town.
Kathryn Caswell, Cawston Road, Reepham

Bowling green support
WITH reference to the article by Denise
Treissman about the bowling green in the
May edition of Reepham Life, I would like
to correct some of the facts.

While the community has been very
supportive of the Bowls Club over the
years, it is incorrect to state that they were
instrumental in building the new club-
house and toilet block. These were built
in 1995 from monies raised for the pur-
pose by hard-working club members, in-
cluding barbecues, garden parties, annual
quizzes and dinner dances.

Reepham Town Bowls Club also ap-
plied for a number of grants and received

the following: Broadland District Council
£2,500; Foundation for Sports and the Arts
£2,000; Reepham Rotary Club £500; Ew-
ings Rentals, Age Concern, W&I Andrews,
and David Hindry Kitchen & Toilet Fit-
tings also donated £100 each.

We received a generous loan from our
then president, Alice Wyand, most of
which was repaid while the rest remained
as her donation. Other loans were made
by club members totalling £3,800 to get the
project started and were repaid as grants
came through, although some were not
taken back and were donated to the club.
On completion and after inspection the
Reepham Society made a donation of £250.

The expenditure by the club for the build-
ing was £7,000-8,000, which was used to re-
place a shed in which we changed and a toi-
let that had to be emptied after each match.

Electricity for mowing was arranged by Reep-
ham Home Hard ware and Roy Walker.

Lots of supplementary work was done
by club members under the leadership of
Tony Cook, who was chairman at the time,
and Bill Andrews, a staunch member.

However, I am in complete agreement
with the idea of retaining this superb area
in the middle of our town and to that end
the bowls club has a lease for the next
10 years.
Barry Barker, Reepham Town Bowls Club

Check the law first
I WAS interested in the Village Agent’s ap-
peal (Reepham Life, April 2013, page 25)
asking for a “kindly soul” who would take
a distressed lady to Wroxham.

views

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12  �

Cap on care fees won’t cover full cost of care home
THE Government has announced they
will be introducing a cap on what any in-
dividual will need to pay towards their
care fees.

This cap, which has been set at £72,000,
will take effect in 2016. So that’s really
good news isn’t it – especially in view of
the fact that the current regulations
require individuals to pay all their own
residential care costs until the total value
of their assets (including their house, in
most cases) has fallen to £23,500?

Unfortunately, the effect of the cap isn’t
as generous as it appears at first sight.

First, the cap applies only to the cost
of “personal care” as distinct from “hotel”
costs. The cost of accommodation, food,
etc., in a care home (the hotel cost) is es-

timated at around £12,000 per year.
Only the cost of care itself will count to-
wards the cap.

Second, the cap assumes the cost of
care to be the rate local authorities pay
for care. Most self-funders will pay sig-
nificantly more than this for personal care
in their chosen care home.

On a more positive note, the threshold
at which financial help is available from
local authorities will be increased from
the current level of £23,500 to £123,000
in 2016. However, this help will be on a

sliding scale until one’s total assets are
worth less than £17,000.

Needless to say, the detail of the leg-
islation makes the position even more
complicated than the summary provided
here. A range of solutions is available, but
it is important to seek advice to help you
and your relatives navigate the route.
� Jane Armstrong is a Chartered
Financial Planner at Almary Green
Investments Ltd. To discuss any of the
above or for help with your financial
planning, call Jane on 01603 706740 or
email jane.armstrong@almarygreen.com

money matters
JANE ARMSTRONG

Acting on behalf of Reepham Society members
AS a member of the Reepham Society, I requested, via the Society’s secretary, that
a meeting of all members be called to discuss the application for accreditation
of the Bowling Green as a Jubilee Space. The secretary advised that the Society’s
committee would discuss the matter at their next meeting.

However, I did not receive any further communication from the committee and
as the deadline for applications was 1 January 2013, I submitted an application
to the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge on behalf of Society members on 28
December 2012.

The application has been accepted, and it now remains for the Society to arrange
a meeting of members to consider the proposal, and if voted for, to supply details
of the green registration, etc., in order to firm up the accreditation.

There are a number of benefits in gaining the accreditation for the people of
Reepham, including funds for improvements to the amenity, and I would urge
members to support this initiative.
Taff Young, Townsend Court, Reepham
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YOUR COUNCIL MATTERS
YOUR town needs you. Your Council has two empty seats.
Apply to fill one and make a difference. You don’t need any
special skills, just a few hours a month and the wish to do
something for your community. Don’t worry that you’re not
a “councillor type”, there’s no such thing. The Council wants
the widest possible spread of ages and experience because
everyone has something different to offer. To find out more,
please contact the Town Clerk, Jo Boxall.
If you ask me...

This month we are asking you about housing needs in
Reepham. In 2003, the “Reepham’s Future” questionnaire
asked the following question:

“What type/s of home/s is/are needed in Reepham?” The
questionnaire then asked residents to tick one or more of
the following:

From your experience what do you think are the housing
needs in 2013? Do you think we need more housing? If we
do, what type and should it be for sale or rent? Let us know
what you think by using one of the contacts at the foot of
the page. You need write no more than HOUSING followed
by the numbers against each of the different types of housing
listed above. So if you think the need is for detached houses
to buy (B) and rent (R) and bungalows to rent (R), just write:
HOUSING 1BR, 5R.

Of course, if you want to write more, for example, about
how many houses you think are needed, or where they
should be, or if you have a story about someone who found
it difficult to find a place to live in Reepham, please let us
know. We’ll publish feedback in the next issue of Reepham
Life.
A better place to live

In previous issues we have asked dog walkers to “bag and
bin” or to “stick and flick” and we have asked everyone to
help combat litter. The situation has got better, but there is
still room for improvement in both of those areas.

Are there other things that you think we should do, or stop
doing, to make our town an even better place to live? Let
us know if there is a widespread problem so that we can
bring it to everyone’s attention and try to get concerted com-
munity action on it.

We don’t have a pier, but we do have a Town Hall. Lots
of classes, clubs and activities, such as the film nights, already
make good use of our Town Hall, but perhaps you want to
use it as a venue for a new activity. To find out more and
to make a booking, please contact Peter Frost on 01603
870845.
What can’t Reepham afford to lose?

Your Council Matters is still getting nominations for com-
munity assets. At the time of going to press the list was as
follows:

We must stress that this is an informal poll and it is NOT
a competition. There is no limit to the number of amenities
that can appear on the list so Number 2 doesn’t push Number
20 off the list. The positions on the list simply indicate how
often assets have appeared on people’s lists. If you don’t
agree, send us your list. However, please name things indi-
vidually, rather than, for example, “all the businesses” as this
doesn’t work when inputting the data.

Chairman: Les Paterson
Deputy Chairman:
Chris Wheeler (Broadland
District Councillor)
Sara Birtles
Mike Cowdrey
Giles Cutts

James Joyce 
(Norfolk County Councillor)
Ann Middlemas
David Patience
Andrea Wilson
Anne Woollett

Text: 07788 546175
Email: yourcouncilmatters@hotmail.co.uk
Tweet: Your Council Matters @YourCouncilMatt
Facebook: Your Council Matters

Post: “Your Council Matters”, Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, Norfolk NR10 4JW

(Please do not telephone the Town Clerk to contribute to
“Your Council Matters”)

Town Clerk: Jo Boxall  Finance Officer: Judith Flack

Your Town Council

1= Doctors’ surgery
Post office and shop

3 Crown public house
4 Mott’s chemist
5 HSBC and ATM
6 Old Brewery House
7= Robertson’s butcher

Stimpson’s Piece
9= Fire Station/Brigade

King’s Arms
11= Library

Spar
Bircham Centre
Schools and
associated facilities

15= V’s Café
Reepham Town Hall

17 Kerri’s Pine
18= Diane’s Pantry

Wednesday market

Meloncaulie Rose
21= Very Nice Things

Chip shop
Bus station/service
Police Station
Reepham Patient
Care and Reepham
Rover
Nursery school

27= First responders
Public car park
Reepham Home
Hardware
Dentist
Hairdresser
Reepham and
Whitwell Railway
Stations
Florist
Bowling green

Contact us – we can only do what you want if we know what you want

Follow the Town Council blog on www.reephamlife.co.uk for current opinions and urgent news such as road closures in the area

1. Detached houses
2. Semi-detached

houses
3. Terraced houses
4. Cottages
5. Bungalows
6. Flats and

maisonettes
7. Affordable housing

8. Bedsits
9. Mobile homes
10. Specially adapted

homes
11. There is no need for

any of them
12. Other
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THE      
VAGABAND

THE KAISER   
THIEFS

www.reephamfestival.co.uk

Reepham13

DR. FEELGOODTHE   MUSIC   FESTIVAL   FOR EVERYONE!!!

10th-11th August

SEE   THE   FESTIVAL WEBSITE   
FOR FULL   DETAILS

XENIA HORNE   
MARINA FLORANCE   

IMPERIAL   
VIENNA   

ORCHESTRA
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FEW people know that hidden behind the
facades of two 18th-century listed build-
ings in the centre of Reepham around 35
people work for the third-largest self-cater-
ing cottages company in the UK.

Norfolk Country Cottages, which has
some 125 employees in 10 offices across
England, has steadily acquired a number
of independent lettings agencies over the
past decade or so and has ambitious plans
to double turnover over the next five years.

The group, officially known as The Orig-
inal Cottage Company, rents out around
1,800 holiday cottages across Norfolk and
Suffolk, through Kent and Sussex, to Corn-
wall and North Devon, and up to the
York shire Coast and Moors. The latest
venture sees the company marching into
the Peak District.

Norfolk Country Cottages was estab-
lished as a family-run business in 1992
by Richard Ellis and his wife Lesley in a
room at their cottage in Whitwell Street.
When their youngest daughter was
born, the office then moved to the newly
purchased and completely renovated
Carlton House in Market Place, Reepham.

In 1996, a barn at the back of this prop-
erty was also renovated, which has re-
tained many original beams and features.
The company later acquired the adjacent
building and shop, which has been
opened as the Melton House Gallery dis-
playing its photographer’s own works.

With other Norfolk offices in Holt (The
Old Crab Shop) and Burnham Market (The
Old Garage), the company has made some
shrewd moves to become a significant
player in the UK holiday lettings market.

Having made several acquisitions with-
in Norfolk, Suffolk Secrets was launched
in 2004 and the company expanded fur-
ther with Southwold Lettings four years
later. The group now includes Marsdens
Cottage Holidays, Freedom Holiday
Homes, Completely Cottages and York-
shire Holiday Cottages.

The company’s business model is based
on a network of small, local offices staff -
ed by specialists to provide high-quality
knowledge of the areas and properties
they represent.

With several of the second generation
of the family well installed in the business,
marketing director James Ellis joined the
company in 2002 as marketing and IT
manager, becoming a director in 2005.

“We have developed a long-term view

of the market, even looking 30-40 years
ahead where possible,” said Mr Ellis.
“While we will not overstretch ourselves,
we are ambitious, which means growing
the business when opportunities arise.”

The Reepham office of Norfolk Country
Cottages handles all the back-office
functions, such as accounts, marketing
and IT. It houses a team of computer
technicians that has developed specialist
accommodation booking systems, which
it now sells to other agencies through
Carlton Software Developments.

“Having local offices is our unique sell-
ing point,” Mr Ellis explained. “We already
have an excellent reputation across all
parts of the country where we do busi-
ness. But we don’t rule out venturing into
other parts of the UK, such as Wales and
Scotland, and even Ireland, as well as oth-
er overseas markets. There is a wealth of
untapped potential to aim for.”

With its sights set on expansion, the
company aims to double turnover from
the current £20 million to £40 million over
the next five years. This strategy will be
helped by the fact that more British fam-
ilies are taking holidays in the UK, a trend
that has been ongoing since the 1980s.

“Although Reepham may be an unlikely
place for a major business, it is our home;
it’s where we started,” continued Mr Ellis,
a former chairman of the local Chamber
of Commerce. “We now have employees
here from all over the county, from Nor-
wich, Fakenham and Dereham, for exam-
ple, many of whom have been working
with us for a number of years.

“However, there are some challenges
with the size and layout of the building,”
he admitted. “We may have to rejig things
around internally, but we should be here
for a few more years yet.”

In efforts to recruit local talent wherever
possible, Norfolk Country Cottages has
established links with local high schools,
becoming involved in careers days and
offering work experience to students.

The latest method to improve the skills
base is an internship programme, which
the company set up in 2012. “Of last year’s
intake of six, four are still working with
us, and the second batch of interns
start  ed a few months ago,” said Mr Ellis.

“We’ve found this programme a great
way of recruiting people. It also helps
young people without experience get into
work, which is something we’re keen to
promote to the business community.”

business
Norfolk Country Cottages plans for growth

Above: James Ellis, marketing director,
Norfolk Country Cottages. Left: The
Reepham office in Carlton House and
Melton House

If you would like your company or
business featured in Reepham Life,
please contact the editor, Geoff Fisher, 
on 01603 308158 or email
gfisher@reephamlife.co.uk
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For further details of all our courses, please visit our website

www.reephamlearningcommunity.co.uk

Thursday 13th June 2013
9 30am-2 30pm 
At New Frost Hall, Foulsham
£30 per person

With local artist Sara Kenyon.
For absolute beginners as well as    
those with some drawing experience. 
An opportunity to draw from life 
and photographs using a variety of 
materials and drawing techniques. 

For details of our other Art classes and 
courses please visit our website or call 
either of the numbers below

(Booking is essential as places    
are limited)

DRAWING    
WORKSHOP

Institute of Environmental Health 

At Reepham High School 

Mon 17th June 2013  9am-4 30pm

Everyone who works with food has a special 
responsibility for safeguarding the health of 
consumers and ensuring that the food they    
serve or sell is safe to eat.

This course is suitable for anyone working in a 
catering, manufacturing or retail setting where    
food is prepared, cooked and handled.

The day will include tuition followed by a multiple 
choice test.

You will 

knowledge of the systems, techniques and procedures 
involved. 

risks (personal hygiene, food storage, cooking and 
handling), and 

food to customers.

Places must be booked and paid for in advance

Level 2 Award in Food Safety    
in Catering (Food Hygiene) 

Wednesday 19th June 2013 

6 30pm-9pm Reepham College                                   

Mini Fashion Show featuring ‘new season’ 
range from Annie and Boo in Holt compèred 
by experienced North Norfolk Colour and 
Image Consultant Sarah Morgan    
www.sarah-morgan.co.uk

DEMONSTRATIONS including Jamie at 
home and Tarot Card reading

PAMPER   SESSIONS to book on arrival    
(small fee will apply)

STALLS   for the retail therapy hit, including 
shoes, jewellery, bags, chocolates and    
much more!

Come and have a relaxing evening with 
friends.

TICKETS

£3 in advance - £5 on the door
(includes glass of wine/soft drink)    

   
01603 308133

LADIES FASHION &
PAMPER EVENING

If you wish to book a place, please 

us at RLC@reephamhigh.com
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CHILDREN in Owl, Hummingbird and
Puffin classes at Reepham Primary School
enjoyed two days of Japanese activities
in May when the head teacher, five teach-
ers and an ex-pupil from one of their sis-
ter schools – Sakado Azuma Kindergarten
– visited them from Japan.

They had sessions on school life, writ-
ing, cleaning, growing vegetables and
clothing, and parents and carers were in-
vited to share the fun during a special as-
sembly at the end of the second day.

The visit was summed up by the chil-
dren’s comments: “I know that they work
and live a little differently to us… I liked
listening to the little boy and learning
about his school.”

A parent also said: “Listening to the chil-
dren talking about what they have learnt
in the last two days was fantastic and dif-
ferent. The children gained many new
cultural experiences.”

Pupils love learning about other places
and cultures in school, and Key Stage 2 also have links with schools in France, Germany and Malawi. Amanda Bell

schools
Reepham Primary hosts visitors from Japan

Left to right: Shizuka (deputy headteacher), Kanako (teacher), Natsuka (teacher), 
Aoi (ex-pupil), Etsuko (head teacher) and Michie (teacher), from Sakado Azuma
Kindergarten, Japan
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AN appeal has been
lodged against Broad-
land District Council’s
decision to refuse per-
mission for a planning
application for a change
of use of The Crown from a pub lic house
to residential.

The Planning Inspectorate, based in Bris-
tol, has accepted the appeal by Mr G
Monk, who has submitted revised plans
to turn the pub in Ollands Road, Reepham,
into a five-bedroom residential dwell ing.

The Planning Inspectorate will now de-
termine the matter on the basis of a writ-
ten procedure in which it will only con-
sider written evidence from the Appellant
(Mr Monk), the Council and anyone else
who has an interest in the appeal.

In its planning committee decision on
27 February, Broadland said allowing a
change of use of The Crown would result
in the loss of a community facility and a
local business, and would reduce customer
choice for both eating and drinking facil-
ities within Reepham. It would also mean
the loss of several jobs, which would have
a direct impact on the local economy.

The Crown has been up for sale for
more than two years on the basis of ex-
isting use. The owner, Punch Taverns, is
trying to sell around 400 pubs across the
country this year in an effort to reduce
debts of more than £2 billion.

It is understood that no one has yet

come forward with an acceptable propos-
al to buy The Crown on an existing use
basis. According to the property agents,
several other offers had been received,
but these have all been for residential use.

The Monks maintain that the proposed
change of use is in accordance with both
local and national planning policy.

They suggest that the pub’s sales have
“declined significantly” over the past two
years and that The Crown is no longer a
viable business, adding that every attempt
has been made to market the property as
a public house for “a considerable period
with no interest, including other uses that
could occur as ‘permitted development’.”

Further, the loss of The Crown would as-
sist the continued viability of Reepham’s two
other drinking establishments in the town
centre, the Monks stated in their appeal.

Comments on the appeal must be sub-
mitted in writing (three copies) by 18 June
2013 to: The Planning Inspectorate, Room
3/09 Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The
Square, Bristol BS1 6PN, quoting the
appeal reference number:

APP/K2610/A//13/2196244.
Failure to comply with this deadline

and procedure will mean that your view
will not be taken into account.

Meanwhile, attempts are being made to
place The Crown on a Community Asset
Register for Reepham. This was discussed
at the Annual Town Meeting on 22 May
and would give parish councils and com-

munity groups time in which to organise
a bid to save the asset. However, it would
not prevent the owner the right to sell to
anyone and at any price at the end of the
six-month period.

Reepham Town Council will consider
setting up a Community Asset Register at
its next meeting on Thursday 13 June at
7.30 pm in the Town Hall.

Media students host
photography exhibition
STUDENTS of Reepham High School and
College hosted a photography exhibition
at the Bircham Centre in May. The aim
of the event was to explore rural and ur-
ban stereotypes and the ways photogra-
phy can be used to reflect this.

The exhibition was hosted by the Year
11 Creative Arts and Media class, who
were encouraged to organise the event in-
dependently. It was supervised by the
class teacher, Mrs Webb.

The event was judged an overall suc-
cess, with numerous visitors attending the
exhibition and some of the photograph
work being sold.

Hayden Key

news

Appeal made against The Crown planning decision

SIR Edwin Lutyens, architect of country
houses, the Cenotaph in Whitehall and
the government buildings in New Delhi,
also designed houses in Norfolk. In
1899, he provided alterations to The Plea -
saunce in Overstrand for Lord Battersea
and also designed Overstrand Hall for
Lord Hillington in the same year.

In 1850, Whitwell Elwin became Rector
of Booton and, over the next 50 years un-
til his death in 1900 aged 83, he trans-
formed Booton Church into the distinctive
building we see today: it is often known
as the Cathedral of the Fields.

Rev Elwin had many young female
friends who he called his “Blessed Girls”.
It was one of these, Lady Emily Lytton,
daughter of Edward Bulwer Lytton, that
Lutyens married in 1897.

Bulwer Lytton’s father, another Edward
Bulwer Lytton of Heydon Hall, was the
author of The Last Days of Pompeii and
among quotes from his works is the
phrase “the pen is mightier than the
sword”.

Elwin and Bulwer Lytton were friends
and it is probably through Lutyens’ ac-
quaintance with Elwin that he met
Bulwer Lytton’s daughter Emily.

Of Booton Church and Elwin’s re-cre-
ation of it, Lutyens said it was “very
naughty, but in the right spirit”.

Chris Peakome

reepham past

Lutyens and the Cathedral of the Fields

St Michael and All Angels Church,
Booton: ‘very naughty, but in the right
spirit’

LATE NEWS... Mr and Mrs Monk have now
submitted a new planning application for a
change of use of The Crown from public
house to mixed use residential and business
(office). Further details will be published on
www.reephamlife.co.uk as they emerge.
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views

I can see you meant well, but apart
from putting the lady in dan ger you were
also asking volunteers to break the law
and also the terms of their car insurance,
as the volunteers would be carrying out
the journey for “hire and reward”.

Taxi firms may be a little more expen-
sive, but each driver has enhanced crim-
inal record checks and take a practical
driv ing test; the vehicles undergo numer-
ous checks and are licensed by the local
council; and the drivers also hold the cor-
rect indemnity insurance to carry passen-
gers for hire and reward.

There are a number of taxi firms in the
area that are fully registered. I think well-
meaning people should check the law
before writing such articles and putting
vulnerable old ladies in danger.
Jill Davies, Gayford Road, Cawston

� Peter Gallon, Village Agent, replies:
TO my knowledge there is nothing il legal
about offering someone a lift in return for
mileage at a level approved by HM Rev-
enue & Customs for expenses. Doing so
does not make you a profit and therefore
cannot be construed as being for hire or

reward.
Since it is by definition not a business

arrangement, it should therefore have no
bearing on the driver’s insurance, al-
though he/she would probably be well
advised to let his insurer know for his/
her own peace of mind.

Of course, no-one would wish to put
anyone in danger, but all that has been
done here is that contact details have
been exchanged and then both parties
have been left to come to a suitable ar -
rangement. As five people came forward
with offers of help, if the first one falls
through I am sure it will be possible to
effect a replacement.

While no-one would wish to deprive
a local taxi service of income, it is not ac-
curate to say there is only a small differ-
ence between the volunteer figure,
which I suggested should be £16 for the
round trip, and the £50 taxi fare – that is
more than three times as much and trying
to find that sum every week was giving
the lady in question financial problems.

I am happy to report that she is delighted
with what has been done on her behalf.
� Legal expert Mark Foley adds:
I CANNOT think it is in any way against

the criminal law for someone to give an
elderly lady a lift on a purely voluntary
basis and not for monetary reward.
What a country it would be if it was!

Certainly it might be wise for her to
check the ID and credentials of anyone
who wants to give her a lift, but it would
be an odd criminal assailant who met
their victim by responding to an adver-
tisement in a newspaper.

She can check their address and tele-
phone number, go and see them at their
home, ask for ID or whatever she needs
to be reassured.

However, it would also be wise for the
lift-giver to check their vehicle insurance
to see that they are covered, but as long
as the passenger is not paying the driver
they are not an employee and I would
be surprised if they needed any extra cov-
er.

FROM PAGE 6

When you write to or email
Reepham Life... Please give your
name, full postal address and daytime
telephone number. All letters will be
considered for publication – we aim to
provide a wide cross-section of local
views
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SARA Kenyon lives on the outskirts of
Reepham in a quintessentially English

country cottage nestled between open
fields, a working farm and stunning or-
chards.

Well-known locally for her art classes,
some of which have been running for 20
years, she is also emerging as a talented
artist in her own right, having exhibited
as far afield as Japan and regularly all
around Norfolk and beyond.

Sara was born in Cambridge and mov -
ed to Yorkshire at the age of six, when
her stepfather started work as a Professor
of History at Hull University.

As a child her early inspiration came
from the natural world, where she im-
mersed herself in the flora and fauna of the
countryside and local woodlands. On
more than one occasion she was caught
red-handed by her teach ers as she doodled
her beloved horses in her exercise books.

On leaving school, her longing to go
to art college was sadly put aside in
favour of the more sensible option of
teacher training, which, although she did
not realise at the time, provided the vital
skills that enabled her to become the suc-
cessful tutor that she is today.

She moved to Norfolk in 1988 and after
many years of teaching in primary schools,

she gradually made the transition to be-
come a professional artist and private tutor.
She now holds seven classes a week at
various locations around Norfolk.

Although flowers and botanical illustra-
tions have always been her passion, her
present muse is hares, capturing fleeting
glimpses and the magical moments of
these shy, fascinating creatures.

Sara paints from life where possible us-
ing her preferred medium of watercolour,
which lends itself perfectly to the fluidity
and transparency of her natural subjects.

On occasions her paintings take more
than a year to complete as she waits for
the seasons to roll around to supply her
with fresh new material. A meticulously
detailed blackberry painting sits patiently
on the side awaiting the return of autumn.

She is often found painting quietly in her
garden listening to the sounds of the coun-
tryside and the chatter of her hens, who
she describes as “a bunch of old ladies”.
When the great British Summer does its
worst, she retreats to her light-filled
studio filled with paintings and vases of
freshly cut flowers to continue her work.

With her classes a success, she now looks
forward to exploring new territory and has
plans for writing a book and exhibiting fur-
ther afield. Sara is also in the process of
building a website so that her work can also
be purchased online, although it can be
seen presently via the Society of All Artists
(www.saa.co.uk) or in Baron Art, Holt, and
Hampton’s Tea Parlour, Reepham. To find
out more about Sara’s work or classes,
email: sarakenyon@btinternet.com
� Reepham textile artist Heather Tilley
will be exhibiting her work alongside
three other artists at Fabulous Frames
Gallery, 97 Upper St Giles Street, Norwich,
from 5-8 June, 10 am – 6 pm. For more
de tails go to www.fabulous-frames.co.uk

Jules Allen

arts & crafts

Focus on artist... Sara Kenyon

If you are a local artist or craftsperson and
would like to be featured in Reepham Life,
please contact Jules Allen on 01603 879687
or email julesallen.arts@btinternet.com

Sara Kenyon

WHITWELL Street is continued south
by a bridle path that turns west to

join Mill Road by some metal barns. There
used to be a farm here; and either this path
cross ed a brick paved yard, or else when
the farm was demolished a wall was push -
ed over onto the path.

For years now, horses have had to walk
across the brick paving, which has stead i-
ly broken up, washed away and become
dangerous. Digger had a word with the
County Council and the path has been re-
made with a level fill of ground tarmac.
Unfortunately, the sign that was after-
wards erected said “Public Footpath” in-
stead of “Public Bridleway”, but this will
be corrected.

Meanwhile, a footpath that has been

blocked off for a long time has now been
reopened: from Cawston Road to Wood
Dalling Road opposite World’s End Lane.

In the last issue of Reepham Life, it was
said that someone wished there was a foot-
path from the town to Whitwell Station.
Well, there is, but to be precise, dear broth-
er, it is a public byway – Back Lane – that
runs south from Broomhill Lane. Go up
onto Marriott’s Way to cross the bridge and
reach the station, rather than walking
across the road, which is dangerous.

Talking of World’s End Lane, how many
residents know why we have a path of
that name, and a Nowhere Lane?

World’s End Lane leads past what
used to be called World’s End Cottages,
but that is not the reason, oh no. If you

follow the path on, turning right up the
far side of the beck, you will come to a
wood marked on the map as Crowden,
but a century ago there was a house here
called World’s End. It was in an arm of
the parish that sticks out into Salle, so to
Reepham folk it was the end of the world
(that being Salle).

Nowhere was the name of a house,
now called Beck Cottage, that stood be-
tween two channels of the stream that di-
vided Whitwell Parish from Sparham, and
nobody could agree as to which it was
in. Modern maps put it in Sparham just
to spoil things.

Come to think of it, you could write a
song about Nowhere Lane, and then bee-
tle off down it.

digger’s diary
On the right path to Nowhere
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police
Burglary rates at record low
END-of-year crime figures published by
Norfolk Constabulary show 2012/13 as
the most successful year in the Constab-
ulary’s modern history.

All crime has reduced by a further 9%,
anti-social behaviour by 16%, and offend-
ers are being identified and brought to
justice in 41% of all cases.

Particularly impressive is the reduction
in house burglaries, which have fallen to
their lowest level in a generation. The lat-
est data shows there were 1,372 house
burglaries in the county between April
2012 and 2013 – a 73% reduction since
the mid-1990s, when more than 5,000 per
year were reported.

Commenting on the latest figures,
Chief Constable Phil Gormley said: “I am
delighted that once again Norfolk is one
of the safest counties in the country. The
figures show we have continued to de-
liver significant crime reduction despite
a backdrop of depleting budgets and staff
reductions.”

Working with other agencies, Norfolk
Constabulary continues to lead a range
of initiatives to reduce the incidence of
burglaries in the home.

These include:
� police attendance at every home bur-

glary as a priority (Grade A or B);
� forensic examination of the scene by

Crime Scene Investigators in every case;
� every burglary investigated by a CID

detective;
� targeted crime prevention activity and

awareness-raising where offences oc-
cur;

� police disruption activity: includes
raiding premises or stopping vehicles
or people believed to be linked to
criminal activity.
One of the most successful measures

to tackle burglary and other crime has
been an increased focus on the county’s
most prolific criminals under a scheme

known as Integrated Offender Manage-
ment (IOM). The 10% most prolific
criminals in Norfolk are responsible for
32% of the crime and reducing their re-
offending is a policing priority.

Chief Constable Gormley said: “Home
burglary rates in our county are now at
some of the lowest levels recorded,
which is testament to some really focused
work to reduce the impact of this crime.

“We also recognise that this can only
be achieved with the continued co-op-
eration of partner agencies, community-
based organisations such as Homewatch,
and vigilant members of the public.

“We understand how exceptionally
upsetting it can be for people to have
their homes burgled and we will continue
to do our utmost to further reduce the
number of people affected.”

In other crime categories there has
been a 10% fall across the board in “pri-
ority” crimes – those considered to have
the biggest impact on the public such as
burglary, robbery, serious violence and
vehicle crime. There were 1,154 fewer of
these offences than the previous year.

Contact Reepham Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT) by calling non-emergency
number 101 or e-mail
sntreepham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk

SOME life events take people by surprise,
like daydreaming on a long drive and
suddenly finding you’re nearly there
and having to find the address when your
brain isn’t quite “in gear”.

One of those life events is moving into
a care home or – more likely – helping
your parents move into a care home. It
takes you by surprise and it’s hard to
think clearly. Mum has a fall and is sud-
denly in hospital and can’t go back home
on her own. Well, that’s what happened
to me!

Besides choosing the right home and
figuring out how to pay for it, here is a
checklist of the legal issues you’ll have
to think through.

The contract with the care home:
what does it oblige you to do? Is mum
vacating their home; are they selling it or
renting it out?

If selling: contract with the estate
agent – what does it say? Conveyancers
require engaging – how will they deal
with it? Who has the legal ability to give
the estate agent and the conveyancer
valid instructions? Is there a power of at-
torney, or a second owner? How does be-
ing unoccupied affect property insurance
while it is empty?

If letting out: tenancy agreements –
how can you arrange one? Agreement
with a letting agent? Insurance of the
property – does it have to be changed? 

Does the person in care: require a last-
ing power of attorney for their financial
affairs? Require a lasting power of attor-

ney for their medical care directions?
Does the person requiring care have the
ability to give a power of attorney, or
does the Court of Protection need to be
involved to appoint a deputy? 

Do they have a will? Does the will do
what is necessary with regard to inheri-
tance tax mitigation?

�To discuss these issues or for help
with your legal affairs, contact Mark
Foley, Solicitor, One Church Farms
Barns, Well Lane, Sparham, Norfolk
NR9 5PY. Tel: 07833 332055 or 01362
688946. Email: law@25am.co.uk
Twitter: @lawyerfoley

Solicitors Regulation Authority number 471736

How to help your parents move into a care home

legal view
MARK FOLEY

Dates for your diary 
The next Safer Neighbourhood Action
Panel (SNAP) meeting will be held on
Wednesday 12 June at 7 pm in the
Bircham Centre, Market Place, Reepham.
This meeting is open to all members of the
public. If you have any concerns or issues
you would like to raise, please come along
and tell your local Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT).
Reepham SNT will be holding surgeries at
Reepham police station on:
Wednesday 5 June, 3 pm – 5pm 
Saturday 8 June, 11 am – 1 pm
Wednesday 12 June, 11 am – 1 pm
Saturday 15 June, 1 pm –3 pm
Wednesday 19 June, 11 am – 1 pm
Saturday 22 June, 11 am – 1 pm
Wednesday 26 June, 10 am – 12pm
Saturday 29 June, 11 am – 1 pm
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music

THE Reepham Summer Music Festival or-
ganisers have announced that the Impe-
rial Vienna Orchestra will be performing
at this year’s event, over the weekend of
10-11 August.

Festival director Steve Jenkins said:
“We always say that the Festival provides
some thing for everyone and this year re-
ally proves the point. While we have well-
known bands such as Dr Feelgood and
Buster James appearing, along with a bevy
of prestigious folk, roots and classical mu-
sicians, we somehow didn’t ever imagine
hosting a Viennese orchestra.

“This is going to be a real treat for clas-
sical fans and also for those who haven’t
experienced the big sound of a classically
trained orchestra before.”

The Imperial Vienna Orchestra will be
delivering a programme as diverse as
Strauss and André Rieu at the Festival’s
acoustic stage in St Mary’s church,  Reep-
ham, which has excellent acoustics and
has proved a popular “chill-out” venue
for festival-goers.

There is already a connection with the
Reepham Festival, as orchestra conductor
Dario Silva also fronts jazz-funk outfit
Groovapolitan, who wowed the crowds
in 2012.

The twin stages in the main arena min-
imises the time between bands so the en-
tertainment continues without a break
from midday on the Saturday through to

the evening, with the St Mary’s stage run-
ning in parallel.

Norwich-based Epic Studios is support-
ing one of the outdoor stages and will be
offering special festival-only discounts for
gigs at its Magdalen Street venue.

At least 17 bands will be performing
over the weekend, and running times
have been extended to accommodate
music moved across from the previous
years’ market square stage.

The atmosphere continues on the Sun-
day when the festival main sponsor,

Whitwell & Reepham Railway, hosts the
music at the Whitwell Station site.

As always, the weekend offers something
for all the family – and for 2013 the organ-
isers have held tickets at last year’s prices.

“Reepham Festival strikes the right bal-
ance between a family day out and a
marathon treat for music fans,” explained
Mr Jenkins. “It’s all easily accessible. Peo-
ple don’t have to walk miles from their
car to get to the music.

More information can be found at
www.reephamfestival.co.uk with new
bands and attractions being added all the
time. You can also follow updates on
Twitter and Facebook.

Tickets are available from UEA Ticket
Bookings 01603 508050 and:
www.ueaticketbookings.co.uk (booking
fee), and also from Very Nice Things
(Market Place, Reepham) and Whitwell
& Reepham Station (no booking fee).

The Imperial
Vienna
Orchestra,
conducted by
music maestro
Dario Salvi
(pictured), will
be performing
at this year’s
Reepham
Festival

Reepham Festival connects rock and Rieu

IN a tight contest, Liberal
Democrat James Joyce
(right) was re-elected
on 2 May for the Reep-
ham Division of Norfolk
County Council. He won
by a margin of 51 votes
and a 34% share of the total votes cast.

The incumbent beat Kerrie Barnett
(Conservative), who recorded 717 votes
(31%) and Dominic Low with 510 votes
(22%), with Christine Hemmingway

(Labour) trailing with 292 votes (13%).
The turnout was 35%.

The Conservatives lost 20 seats and
overall control of the 84-seat Council, but
remain the largest party with 40 seats.
However, an alliance of Labour, the Lib
Dems and UKIP, with support from the
Greens and Independent members, has
now been established to run Norfolk
County Council.

Speaking at the Annual Town Meeting
in Reepham on 22 May, Mr Joyce said

Norfolk residents will be facing a “very
tough couple of years” with regard to
public services.

On the issue of housing development, he
said neither Reepham Town Council nor
Broadland District Council could change the
number of new houses, as these were al-
located by central government.

“However, a Neighbourhood Plan
would have an impact on the type and
quality of any housing being proposed,”
Mr Joyce argued.

James Joyce retains seat in County elections

CLAUDIA LOWE BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Bookkeeping, Payroll and VAT • Personal and Business Tax

Sole Trader, Partnership & Small Ltd Company Accounts
Fast, efficient and reliable service

Claudia Lowe, MAAT

The Granary, Back Street, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4SJ
Tel. 01603 871071      Mobile 07818 417739      e-mail claudia@clbas.co.uk      web www.clbas.co.uk

REEPHAM and District Rotary will hold
its summer concert in St Peter and St
Paul’s Church, Salle, on Friday 19 July at
7.30 pm. This will include a performance
by soprano Jayne May-Sysum with con-
tralto Jocelyn Cooper and Andrew Mild-
inhall on piano.

There will be a bar and interval refresh-
ments. Tickets at £10 each are on sale at

Very Nice Things, from members of
Reepham Rotary or by sending a cheque
(payable to Reepham Rotary Club) to Ro-
tary Concert, 7 Lawns Loke, Reepham,
Norwich NR10 4QN. Proceeds are for
Macmillan Cancer Support, EACH and Ro-
tary charities. Do support us in what
prom ises to be an exciting evening.

Jef Wilson jeffrey.wilson@tesco.net

Music for a summer’s evening
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION
COMMERCIAL and CIVIL

A different approach that offers:
Effectiveness
Experience
Innovation
Flexibility
Availability
Competitive costing

Call me for a free discussion without obligation 
on my landline: 01603 871126 
or mobile: 07933 149810 
or visit: www.davidlaws-solicitor.com for details

[Also a member of the Independent Law Network 
- see www.independentlawnetwork.co.uk]

Correspondence address:  
The Royal, 25 Bank Plain, Norwich  NR2 4SF

I work from a home office based in Lyng 
and normally expect to visit you.
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The Bircham Centre
wish to recruit an 

ADMINISTRATOR
to support the work of trustees

Candidates will ideally have previous
office administration experience

including use of Microsoft Excel and
Word and have a genuine enthusiasm

for working in the charity sector

The position is part time – 
Monday to Friday:  9.00am – 11.00am

Please send your CV to 
support your application to:

Susan Ivins, The Bircham Centre, 
Market Place, Reepham NR10 4JJ

Closing date for applications 15th June 2013
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gardens
Finding ways to help feed the growing population
I USED to have huge sympathy for Tom
Archer from Borsetshire, and for Lord
Melchett from West Norfolk as they
fought the “evil” of genetically modified
crops.

But last year I attended a series of lec-
tures at the John Innes Centre (of which
I have become a “friend”; events are free
and sometimes you get sandwiches)
following a fascinating talk by Dr Anne
Edwards at the Reepham & District Gar-
dening Club.

I learned that the Centre takes very se-
riously its remit to find ways to help the
world feed its huge and growing popu-
lation. Research is continuous on a
num ber of projects, one of which in-
formed us how the rape plant is being
modified. The term “GM” was never used
during the evening, although my interpre-
tation is that this is what is being done.

Rape is a very important crop to our lo-
cal farmers financially and, as we learned
at the Gardening Club meeting in April,

it is also crucial to our bees in this part
of the county, since there are not enough
other flowering plants to sustain them,
and they rely on the rape crop to survive
and make honey.

Rape spreads its seeds naturally by the
pod splitting open and “firing” the seeds
to distribute them. The seeds are what
farmers need to harvest. Usually 25% of
the crop is lost because it is impossible
to harvest on exactly the right day to cap-
ture all those seeds.

What the scientists have been able to

do is to “turn off” the gene that builds the
seam longitudinally, which is where the
pod splits, so that engineered plants can-
not burst their own pods. Therefore,
farmers can harvest 100% of the crop and
feed 25% more people. How significant
is that?

Over time, evolution has changed plants
(and us and animals as we now well un-
derstand) as they have sought to survive.
This is what scientists are doing, so I am
now convinced this is the right way to go.

Visit to Beth Chatto Gardens
BOOK now to see Beth Chatto’s famous,
fabulous, varied and renowned garden.
This is the annual trip organised by Reep-
ham & District Gardening Club, leaving
Reepham by coach at 9 am on Sunday 7
July and returning by about 5.30 pm. Tick-
ets cost £16 and non-members are wel-
come. Contact Celia Else for further infor-
mation and to book your place on 01603
308101.

UP THE GARDEN PATH
WITH

VICTORIA PLUM

THE Annual General Meeting on 13 May
was a brilliant opportunity to review the
year we’ve just had at the Bircham
Centre. So much has been achieved that
will make the place better for the people
of Reepham.

If you don’t know about the Bircham
Centre, it’s the beautiful building that
houses the library in the market square.
It was placed in trust for the people of
Reepham and is available for rent for
clubs and meetings at a very reasonable
rate. It is run by 12 volunteer Trustees
who make sure the building is maintained

to a high standard.
So, what can you do at the Bircham

Centre? You can knit (and natter), you can
get homeopathic treatment and reflexol-
ogy. You can attend a children’s music
group or a women’s choir. You can do
yoga, play bridge, sew, buy produce, run,
vote and attend to your aches and
pains, and we have a wonderful charity
shop run by volunteers, which is open
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays from 9 am – 1 pm.

We also have an art gallery where you
can see exhibits from local artists and buy

their work. A percentage of the sale is do-
nated to the Bircham Centre.

It’s been a fantastic year so far – we’re
opening a permanent archive exhibition
this summer in three 400-year-old rooms
that have just been beautifully renovated.

Our gardens, which are open all year
round, are particularly fun to come to
during the Reepham Festival in August.
We sell books and magazines and we’re
open every day except Sundays.

Come and see us – enjoy the Georgian
rooms and lovely Victorian walled garden.

Your Trustees

A brilliant year for the Bircham Centre

RAYZONE (Reepham Area Youth Project)
runs the Rayzone Youth Club in Reepham
Methodist Church every Friday in term
time from 7.30 – 9 pm (7.30 – 9.30 pm
on some occasions).

We have a programme of activities each
term. There are regular sessions where the
young people can choose which activities
they would like to take part in, such as
pool and board games (with a table ac-
tivity on offer, such as craft or cooking).
There are also themed evenings, such as

film evenings, talent shows and a trip.
We are looking for volunteers to help

Rayzone run the youth club so we can ex-
pand the range of activities we offer and
to make sure we can keep encouraging
more young people to come along.

If you think you can help, or know of
someone who can, please get in contact
with me so we can discuss this.
Claire Mead, Rayzone Youth Worker
Tel: 07748 502603. Email: 
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

Rayzone Youth Club looking for new volunteers Facebook page is a hit
LOCAL campaign group Realistic Reep-
ham reports that it has seen a massive in-
crease in “traffic” to its Facebook page
in recent weeks.

Facebook users who “Like”' the Real-
istic Reepham page can hover over the
“Like” button and tick “Get Notifications”
and “Show in News Feed” so they will al-
ways know when new content is added.

It is not necessary to be a member of
Facebook to see the page – it is freely
viewable by the public.

www.facebook.com/RealisticReepham
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Available as 6 breeds 
to suit all palates in 
500ml bottles, beer 

boxes (18 & 36 pints) 
and casks (72 pints)

Shop opening times: Mon-Fri (9-6pm) 

Sat (10-3pm)

Unit 1, Collers Way, Reepham, Norfolk, 
NR10 4SW
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REEPHAM Methodist Church is affection-
ately known in town as “The Chapel”. To-
day the life and witness of the congre-
gation continues in many ways.

Sunday worship at 10.30 am is led by
a minister or local (lay) preacher from the
North Norfolk Circuit. Tea and coffee are
served after the service at 11.30 am. Most
of the congregation stay and chat away
until the steward of the day can persuade
them to go home for lunch! Holy Com-
munion is held once a month led by our
minister, Revd Seung-Wook Jung.

Three or four times a year the congre-
gation stays after Sunday worship for a
communal meal; it is a bit like the feed -
ing of the 5,000. Everyone is encouraged
to bring a small plate of food to share,
but the outcome is often a feast with bas-
kets left over.

The Methodist Church recently brought
out a new hymn book called Singing the
Faith. This contains a wonderful variety
of hymns, traditional and new, worship
songs and liturgical settings from around
the world. The Chapel music group is
learning some of these new hymns and
sometimes contributes to Sunday wor-

ship. We welcome more singers.
Change is a fact of life. In days gone

by, most worshippers at the Chapel
would have considered themselves
Methodist, but today the Methodist
Church offers worship in a nonconformist
tradition and a Christian community
into which many people of differing
church backgrounds are welcomed. Its

history up to 1992 is well documented by
Wesley Piercy in his book The Story of
Reepham Chapel 1817 – 1992.

The Chapel has a very rich life with reg-
ular mid-week activities and some of
these will be described in future editions
of Reepham Life.

Michael Price, Church Steward
www.eamethodist.org.uk/reepham

church news

Methodist ‘Chapel’ welcomes all

WE had a good time in St Michael’s on
the May Day Bank Holiday: lots of tea,
sandwiches and cakes. It was nice to
see lots of “strangers” or friends in
waiting coming along.

Just because it’s happening in
the church doesn’t mean we’re
an unfriendly bunch. We’re al-
ways more than happy to see
you – even if it’s only for the
major events. And we would
love to see you more often.

We also celebrate Pentecost
or Whitsun in May; I didn’t re-
alise the old Whitsun Bank Holiday
was only fixed at the end of May in
1971.

Pentecost commemorates the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit upon the Twelve
Apostles and other followers of Jesus as
described in the Acts of the Apostles 2:1–
31.

For this reason, Pentecost is sometimes
described by Christians as the “Birthday
of the Church” with some churches dec-

orated with red banners and
birch branches to symbolise

the “Mighty Wind” and the
movement of the Spirit.

For many of us the Bank
Holiday is a time of
rest and relaxation,
of spending time
with friends and fam-

ily, and in these busy
times these days are precious
and should be taken before
they are lost.
The Putting the Face to the

Name project is coming on and
will be gathering steam as we
get closer to the Anniversary
of the start of the First World

War next year. Keep a look out for local
commemorations.

Here’s hoping for a quiet time with you
and yours. Don’t forget the Art for All ex-
hibition in St Mary’s and St Michael’s on
29-30 June. 

Ron Luton-Brown

Happy to see you, to see you happy

FUNERAL
Ken Harman
ROSINA and all the family want to
thank everyone who came to Ken
Harman’s funeral on 25 April.

It was a great comfort to see so
many people there and to have his
life celebrated and share so many
memories amongst family and friends.

Many thanks for all your contribu-
tions to St Mary’s Renewal and Repair
Fund and the Gurkha’s Welfare Trust,
as well as the many cards and
flowers that were sent (some anony-
mously) to Rosina and the family at
home.

Particular thanks to all the volun-
teers who provided such a wonderful
spread at the reception in St Michael’s
after the service.

Much appreciated by everyone, but
especially those who had travelled a
long way to be with us on the day.
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LYLES
HOUSES

Modular System Building
Innovation in Design

The Complete Design & Build Service

ALTERATIONS & REFURBISHMENTS
� Cost-Effective Solutions to Your Proposals

WORKS UNDERTAKEN
New Build – Timber Frame � Extensions

Conservatories � Kitchens � Stairs � Doors 
� All forms of Building & Carpentry Works

Please feel free to contact us for a no obligation
discussion of your project proposals

T: 01263 587303  M: 07786 387237
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REEPHAM Town Bowls Club could not
have asked for a better start to the season.
The weather has certainly improved
and we have already signed up 10 new
members, some beginners and some with
a bowls history.

We received a donation of £150 from
Angela Thomson to use as required by

the club, for which we are very grateful,
and I recently received a call from an
anonymous donor who wished to make
a donation. More on this next month.

We have purchased some vital new
equipment through the kind donations
we have received.

However, we are now desperate to pur-

chase a scarifier for the green, so if any-
body can assist with a donation towards
it, this would be greatly appreciated.

Please remember if it is a pleasant
evening and you just fancy watching,
please feel free to come along and sup-
port us.

Barry Barker, Treasurer 01603 870337

sports

Saturday 8 June
1st X1 vs New Buckenham Home 1.30 pm
(NCL) Div. 5
2nd X1 vs Ashmanhaugh & Barton Wanderers
‘C’ Away 1.30 pm (NCL) Div. 8
Sunday 9 June
Sunday X1 vs Hillington Home 2.00 pm
(MNSCL)
Saturday 15 June
1st X1 vs Lowestoft ‘B’ Away 1.30 pm (NCL)
Div. 5
2nd X1 vs Brooke ‘B’ Home 1.30 pm (NCL) Div. 8
Sunday 16 June
Sunday X1 vs Sprowston Away 14.00 MNSCL

Challenge Cup – 2nd round
Saturday 22 June
1st X1 vs Rollesby ‘A’ Home 1.30 pm (NCL) 
Div. 5
2nd X1 vs Kirkley & Lowestoft Railway ‘A’ Away
1.30 pm (NCL) Div. 8
Sunday 23 June
Sunday X1 vs Bradfield Home 2.00 pm
(MNSCL)
Saturday 29 June
1st X1 vs Sprowston ‘C’ Away 1.30 pm (NCL)
Div. 5
2nd X1 vs Hethersett & Tas Valley ‘C’ Home
1.30 pm (NCL) Div. 8

Junior matches
Under 12s
Sunday 9 June
U12s vs Acle Away 10.00 am Broadland Youth
Cricket League
Sunday 16 June
U12s vs Sheringham Home 10.00 am
Broadland Youth Cricket League
Under 14s
Sunday 23 June 
U14s vs Martham Away 10.00 am Broadland
Youth Cricket League

AT the start of the football season, Reep-
ham Town Under 9s won the first game
4-2 and that gave us the courage to win
more games during the season – and that
is exactly what we did.

In our team we had 11 players: Harri-
son, Travis, Tom, Finlay, Matty, Lauren,
Max, Eddie, Jamie, Alfie and Alex.

Our top scorers were Harrison, Travis
and Matty. Harrison scored 43 goals be-
cause he is our best player. Travis scored
19 and Matty scored 12 (Harrison and
Travis even scored goals with headers).

We played a 2-2-1 (6-a-side) formation,
and we all learned to work as a team.
Training went on through all the bad
weather and we really enjoyed the
mud!

All the mums and dads helped us to
raise money for the team. Last year we
did a sponsored penalty shoot-out and
raised £320 for Children in Need. At every home match we sell tea, coffee

and yummy cakes to help buy new kit.
As the season continued we won 17

games in the league, drew two and lost
three (against Worstead Wolves, Sprow-
ston and North Walsham). The team
scored a total of 85 goals.

Sprowston were the best team and they
only lost one game all season, but we
drew with them 2-2, after we were win-

ning 2-0 at half time. Our best win of the
season was 10-1 against Costessey away.

Overall, we came second in the league,
which was a great result for a great team
who played really well throughout the
season.

We have the best players in the league
and the best mums and dads that support
us.

By Finlay, Harrison, Matty and Tom

The story of Reepham Under 9s season success

Great start to the bowls season

Reepham & Salle Cricket Club fixtures for June

Reepham under 9s football team 2013. Pictured (left to right) front row: Lauren, Tom,
Alex, Fin and Matty; back row: Eddie, Max, Travis and Jamie. Absent: Harrison and Alfie

New manager/coach needed
Unfortunately, owing to other
commitments our current manager cannot
continue in the role next season and the
team urgently needs a new manager. If
we don’t find someone soon, this fantastic
team may fold. If you or anyone you know
can help, please contact Nina Atkinson
on 07557 195921
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Hendry & Sons
Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
RICHARD HENDRY, DIP. F. D.

Members of the N.A.F.D.
Station Road, Foulsham

Dereham, Norfolk NR20 5RG
Tel: 01362 683249

HOMERTON HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST

Situated on the outskirts of
Reepham, yet just a 10-minute
walk into the town centre.
Homerton House has two
comfortable double/twin
bedrooms. Free Wi-Fi. Secure
bicycle storage also available.

74 Cawston Road, Reepham NR10 4LT
Tel: 01603 308158 or 07833 681863

E-mail: info@reephambnb.co.uk  
Web: www.reephambnb.co.uk

 

SJD Steve Jenkins MCSD

Graphic Design Consultant

t 01603 870645
m 07759 161734
e steve@sjenkinsdesign.co.uk
w sjenkinsdesign.co.uk
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books
June at Reepham Library
LOVE books? Want to share your passion
for reading with young people? We are look-
ing for Challenge Champions aged 13-18 to
help us run our Summer Reading Challenge
through July and August. So if you fancy try-
ing something different this summer, speak
to a member of staff or email the library at
reepham.lib@norfolk.gov.uk.

Introduction to Family History – 17 and
24 June 10.30 am – 12 pm. Learn all you
need to know to get started on your fam-
ily tree in this free two-session course
with Norfolk’s Local History Librarian.
Also, meet our Family History Champion
who can help you with ancestry.com on
a weekly basis. Just give us a ring on
01603 870474 or pop in and see us to
book your place on the course.

Norfolk & Norwich Association for the
Blind (NNAB) Advice Desk – 19 June 10

am – 12.30 pm.

BOOK REVIEW 
Valentine Gray by Sandi Toksvig
VALENTINE Gray has grown up in the
heat and excitement of India, but when
her father dies, she is shipped back to
chilly England to learn to be a proper Vic-
torian lady.

She fears that she has said goodbye to
all her freedom and excitement, but the
Boer War is on the horizon and when
Valentine’s cousin gets his draft papers,
they offer Valentine an unexpected es-
cape.

The Boer War was, to me, just some-
thing my father laughingly claimed to
have been involved in, so one of the rea-
sons I picked up this book was to find
out more. I wasn’t disappointed. Valentine
Gray is obviously well researched, but it
wears its learning lightly so I learned a
lot without having to work too hard.

I was also drawn to the book by the au-

thor – I’m a bit of a
Sandi Toksvig fan.
This is by no means
a comedy, but it is
written in a charac-
teristically straight-
forward, down to
earth style.

The story is one
of love, courage and
the horror of war,
but Toksvig’s style
means that it never topples into sentimen-
tality or gore. It did jerk a tear or two,
though. Highly recommended.

Helen Johnson

July/August issue editorial/
advertisement booking deadline:

17 June 2013

Reepham Library opening times
Monday 2 pm – 7 pm
Wednesday 9.30 am – 1 pm, 2 pm – 5 pm
Friday 10 am – 1 pm, 2 pm – 5 pm
Saturday 9.30 am – 12.30 pm
The Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham NR10 4JJ. Tel: 01603 870474
Email: reepham.lib@norfolk.gov.uk



THE April and May meetings of Reepham
WI were very different. In April, we were
lucky to have Christine Adams, niece of
the legendary May Savidge, to talk about
her aunt’s epic house move from Hert-
fordshire to Wells-next-the-Sea.

Christine explained how she continued
her aunt’s work after she died and how
she now runs the house as a successful
bed and breakfast. We invited both
members and guests to this meeting and
welcomed more than 60 people to a fas-

cinating and informative talk.
Reepham is fortunate in having some

brilliant shops, one of which is Mott’s
Pharmacy. We are also lucky to have a
knowledgeable pharmacist, who gave us
an interesting talk at our May meeting.

With the National Health Service
stretch ed, it is comforting to know that
we can take our medical queries to Gup-
py, who will almost certainly know the
answer or know where to find it.

We also discussed the resolutions for

this year’s WI Annual Meeting in Cardiff
and decided that it is extremely important
that we support our High Street shops
otherwise they will be lost.

This month, we will be welcoming
Suzie Abel, who has been a familiar face
in Jarrold’s department store for a long
time. She will be talking about her job
and one of my favourite hobbies –
shopping.

So don’t forget 7.30 pm on Thursday
20 June at St Michael’s for the lowdown
on retail therapy.

Sue Robinson 01603 261771

Tuesday 4 June
Reepham Society, Special general
meeting, St Michael’s, Reepham,
7.30 pm.

Saturday 8 June
Film: Lincoln (12A), Bawdeswell
Village Hall. Doors open at 7.00 pm;
film starts at 7.30 pm. Contact
Bawdeswell Village Cinema 01362
688749 or email:
bawdeswellvillagecinema@gmail.com

Saturday 8 June
Less Than This, live at The Crown,
Ollands Road, Reepham, 8 pm till late

Tuesday 11 June
Reepham Society, St Michael’s,
Reepham. Norfolk Record Office,
Local history, 7.30 pm. Contact:
Christine Powell 01603 879184 or
email: contact@reepham.org.uk

Thursday 13 June
Reepham Town Council meeting,
Town Hall, Church Street, Reepham,
7.30 pm. Contact: Town Clerk 01603
873355 or email:
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Sunday 16 June
Fathers’ Day, steam trains, Whitwell
& Reepham Railway, Whitwell Road,
Reepham. Tel: 01603 871694 or
email: info@whitwellstation.com

Sunday 16 June
Wood Dalling Open Gardens, 10 am –
5 pm, starting at Wood Dalling Village
Hall, NR11 6RW. Coffee, lunches and

cream teas, as well as plants, pots and
accessory stalls. Email: ward-
brown@grania3.orangehome.co.uk

Monday 17 June
Introduction to Family History, Session
1: Civil registration and birth, marriage,
death certificates, Reepham Library,
Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham, 10.30 am – 12 noon.
Booking essential. Tel: 01603 870474

Thursday 20 June
Reepham WI, St Michael’s,
Reepham. Jarrold’s: A Modern
Department Store. Speaker: Suzie
Abel, 7.30 pm. Contact: Sue
Robinson 01603 261771 or email:
suzierobbo@hotmail.co.uk

Friday 21 June
Film: Quartet (12A), Town Hall,
Church Street, Reepham. Doors
open at 7.15 pm; film starts at 7.30
pm. Tickets (£4 each) available from
Reepham Post Office or the King’s
Arms

Saturday 22 June
Sparham Annual Garden Party, 2 –
5 pm, in aid of the grade I listed
Church of St Mary. This is a
traditional event including games for
all ages, live music, second-hand
book stall, plant stall, home-made
cakes for sale and more.
Refreshments, ice creams, giant
lottery draw (to prize £100). Free
entry and free parking. The church
will be open all day for visitors to
explore

Monday 24 June
Introduction to Family History,
Session 2: Census plus practice using
ancestry.com, Reepham Library,
Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham, 10.30 am – 12 noon.
Booking essential. Tel: 01603 870474

Friday 28 June – Saturday 29 June
Cawston Amateur Theatrical Society
will be performing Alice the Musical
at Cawston Village Hall at 7.30 pm
on Friday and 2 pm and 7.30 pm on
Saturday. Tickets: £4 adults/£3
concessions. Contact: Emma 07825
414240 or email
mail@catsdramagroup.com

Saturday 29 June – Sunday 30
June
Art for All, St Michael’s and St
Mary’s churches, Reepham, from 10
am – 4 pm on Saturday and 1 – 4
pm on Sunday. Visitors can buy an
original work of art at the exhibition,
and learn a new skill with the artists
as they demonstrate their arts and
crafts. Refreshments and a plant
stall will also be available. Contact:
Gloria Davis 01603 873004 or email:
glogirlglo1@tiscali.co.uk

Sunday 30 June
Swannington in Bloom, 11 am – 5
pm. Visit 10 beautiful gardens
around Swannington. Barbecue and
stalls on the Common from 12
noon; classic cars meet from 12.30
pm. Tickets: £4 (under 16s free) on
the day from the main car park at
the Romantic Garden Nursery, or
£3 in advance. Tel: 01603 861300
or email:
swannington@btinternet.com

Sunday 30 June
Jazz at the Kinger – Norfolk Jazz,
King’s Arms, Market Place,
Reepham, 12 noon – 2.30 pm in the
courtyard (weather permitting). Tel:
01603 870345

Saturday 6 July – Sunday 7 July
Model Club exhibition, admission
price; diesel and steam trains, Whitwell
& Reepham Railway, Whitwell Road,
Reepham. Tel: 01603 871694. Email:
info@whitwellstation.com

Sunday 7 July
Jazz at the Kinger – Dixie Mix,
King’s Arms, Market Place,
Reepham, 12 noon – 2.30 pm in the
courtyard (weather permitting). Tel:
01603 870345

Sunday 14 July
Jazz at the Kinger – Vintage Hot
Orchestra, King’s Arms, Market
Place, Reepham, 12 noon – 2.30 pm
in the courtyard (weather
permitting). Tel: 01603 870345

Friday 19 July
Reepham & District Rotary Club,
Music For a Summer’s Evening, a
performance by Jayne May-Sysum
(soprano) with Jocelyn Cooper
(contralto) and Andrew Mildinhall
(piano), St Peter and St Paul’s
Church, Salle, 7.30 pm. Bar and
interval refreshments. Tickets £10 on
sale at Very Nice Things, from
members of Reepham Rotary or by
sending a cheque (payable to
Reepham Rotary Club) to: Rotary
Concert, 7 Lawns Loke, Reepham,
Norwich NR10 4QN
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LUXURY SWIMMING POOL
FOR HIRE IN BOOTON

GET FIT OR JUST RELAX IN 2013

Luxury heated private indoor pool for hire

Slots from £8.50 per hour off-peak to £12.50 per
hour peak (all + VAT). A minimum of six slots
must be booked. Prices are per hour NOT per
person. Maximum four adults or a family of five

Call Tony on 01603 873297 or see website
www.bootonmanorswimmingpool.co.uk

WHAT’S ON GUIDE

News from Reepham WI



Reepham Hair Studio & Nail Bar
Open 6 days � Late night Thursday

Reduced rates for Children, Students and OAPs
Townsend Corner, Reepham � Tel: 01603 872128

www.reepham-hair-studio.co.uk

Very Nice Things
Proprietor: Sue Cutting

Market Place, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4JJ

Tel: 01603 873390
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‘Nothing   is   impossible,   the   
word   itself   says   I’m   possible’

Audrey   Hepburn

Let   Skylights   Coaching   help   you   
work   out   what   makes   you   ck,   
what   holds   you   back   and   how   

to achieve great things.

Want to know more?
Call 07736325189 or visit 
www.skylightsctc.co.uk
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Emergency services
Fire, emergency only: 999
Fire Station, School Road, Reepham 01328 862222 (office
hours)
Police emergency only: 999, otherwise: 101 and ask for the
Reepham Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) or email
sntreepham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
Ambulance, emergency only: 999

Local representatives
Member of Parliament: Keith Simpson 020 7219 4053 or
01603 865763 or email: keith.simpson.mp@parliament.uk
Norfolk County Councillor: James Joyce 01263 587212 or
email: james.joyce@norfolk.gov.uk
Broadland District Councillor: Chris Wheeler 01603 871799 or
email: cllr.chris.wheeler@broadland.gov.uk
Town Council Chairman: Les Paterson 01603 871983 or
email: les.paterson@yahoo.com

Shopping
Market Day: Wednesday
Early closing: Some shops Thursday and/or Saturday

Public transport
Daily (Monday to Saturday) coach services to Norwich via
Cawston. There is also a once a week service to Fakenham,
Wroxham and Dereham. Timetables are displayed outside
the side window of the Police Station. For information 8:30 am
– 5 pm Monday – Saturday 0845 300 6116

Local help
Reepham Patient Care Fund – Reepham Rover or general
enquiries. Contact: Jeanette Overton 01603 870426
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Girton House, Market Place,
Reepham. Wednesdays 10 am – 12.30 pm only, otherwise
telephone Norwich office 01603 765783 for advice or 01603
660857 to make an appointment. Full information on services
available at http://www.ncab.org.uk

� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

	� � � � � � � 
� � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

�� � � � � ��� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��� � � ��� � � � � ��� � � � �

� � � � � � � ��� � � � � �

��� ��� � � � � �	� � � � � �
� �

� � � � � ��� � � � � � � �

��� � � � � � � � � ��� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��� � � � � � � ��� � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

ACROSS
7 Salesman and song make it

better
8 Drawn without two heads,

drawn deeply
9 Fish goes east to confuse you
10 How’s about space to sell cars

for example
11 Safe man for the Christmas table
13 Hunts about the railway yard
15 Song about lamps
17 Cut under reasonable score

found at 4, 19, 21d
20 News of anger at having to

share seaside spot?
21 Miss Lynn about for the party
22 Food from fast 49
23 Unexpected outcomes from

raised tennis match
DOWN
1 Routed around another route 

2 Is it confusing as amazed loses
ends?

3 Touched with white and opaque
4 Other fruit around lemon found

with 19, 21d
5 Succeeds around church to get

uncomfortably hot
6 Carried again, we hear, to new

life
12 Gathers together ones heard

with 15a
14 Cautious race about nearly

complete
16 Slow oven is messy without

middle
18 You are bidden in French life

around junction 
19 Vegetable in Macau licensed to

kill
21 Got up to follow 4 and 19
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USEFUL INFO

Solution on page 26

By Richard Cooke
Words are our business
www.richard-cooke.co.uk  01603 873011
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The Bircham Centre Shop Market
Place, Reepham. Shop opening
hours 9 am – 1 pm, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday, plus tea shop
open at these times. Tel: 01603
879242. Email:
birchamcentre@yahoo.co.uk

The Bircham Under 5s Music
Group Meets every Monday from
1.45 pm – 2.30 pm (term time only)
upstairs in The Bircham Centre,
Market Place, Reepham. All under
5s and their adult welcome for lively
fun. Only £1 per child. Contact:
Louisa Dreisin 01603 879466.
Email: louisa.dreisin@hotmail.co.uk

Bridge Club Meets every Monday
from 7.30 pm in The Bircham
Centre, Market Place, Reepham.

British Legion, Men’s Section
Meets first Thursday in the month
from 2 pm – 4 pm in The Bircham
Centre, Market Place, Reepham.
Contact: Bernard Dye 01603
871791. Email:
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

British Legion, Women’s Section
Meets first Thursday in the month at
2.30 pm in the Town Hall, Church
Street, Reepham. Contact: Moira
Dye 01603 871791. Email:
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Cawston Amateur Theatrical
Society Meets every Monday at 7
pm at Cawston Village Hall during
school term time. We stage two
productions per year and welcome
members age 8 years and over
from Cawston, Reepham and
surrounding villages. Contact Liz
Beard 07884 488642. Email
liz.beard@btinternet.com or
mail@catsdramagroup.com

Cawston Historical Society Meets
fourth Thursday in the month from
7.15 pm – 9.15 pm at Cawston
Village Hall.

Citizens Advice Drop in for free
advice every Wednesday from 10
am – 12.30 pm at the Police
Station, Market Place, Reepham.

The Craft Club Meets every
Tuesday from 9.30 am – 12 noon in
The Old Brewery House, Market
Place, Reepham. Knitting,
embroidering, tapestry, card making
and other crafts. Contact: Moira Dye
01603 871791. Email:
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Decibells Handbell Ringers Meets
every Thursday from 10 am – 12
noon in the Bircham Centre, Market
Place, Reepham. We are available
to play for events, groups and
concerts. Newcomers welcome.
Contact: Tamara Goulding 01603
870249. Email:
playford1@btinternet.com

Kurling Meets every Tuesday from
2 pm – 4 pm in the Town Hall,
Church Street, Reepham. First
session no charge, but if you do
decide to join us it will only cost you

£2 per session, with tea/coffee/
biscuits included. Equipment
provided. Contact: Gwenda Dove
01603 870598. Email:
grandove@doves.eclipse.co.uk

Line Dance with the Wednesday
Weavers Meet every Wednesdays
from 1 pm – 2 pm beginners, 2 pm
– 4 pm beginners and improvers, in
the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Learn to dance and
exercise at the same time. All ages,
easily paced, casual dress. Tea/
squash break. Country music-based
60s/70s golden oldies/pop. £2 per
session, first taster free. Contact:
Sandra Williams 01603 872102

Rayzone Youth Club Meets every
Friday at Reepham Methodist
Church, 7.30 – 9 pm (unless
notified otherwise). Open to all Year
5 and 6 and High School students.
Subs 50p. Games, chat, tuck... The
summer term has a mixture of
regular sessions (with a choice of
activities) and themed evenings (all
the group take part in the same
activity). Contact: Claire Mead,
Rayzone Youth Worker 07748
502603. Email:
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

Reepham Badminton Club Meets
at the Reepham High School Sports
Hall every Thursday evening during
autumn and spring terms. Junior
session (for Year 7 upwards) from
7.00 pm – 8.15 pm. Adult session
from 8.15 pm – 10 pm. Tel: 01603
873244 or 01263 584221

Reepham Business Network
Meets on alternate Thursdays from
7.30 am – 9 am at V’s Café,
Townsend Corner, Reepham. There
is no membership charge – just pay
£6 for breakfast, but please let us
know if you intend to come. Contact:
David Laws 01603 871126 or 07933
149810. Email:
info@reephambusinessnetwork.org.
uk

Reepham Carpet Bowls Club
Meets every Monday from 1.30 pm
– 4.30 pm and Monday evenings
7.30 pm – 10.30 pm in the Town
Hall, Church Street, Reepham.
Membership is £1 per year and
£1.50 each session, including tea
and biscuits. Children half price.
Contact: Eve Webber 01603
871943, or Doris Frost 01603
870845

Reepham Chamber of Commerce
Meets every other month, normally
the last Tuesday in the month at
7.30 pm in the Kings Arms, Market
Place, Reepham. The Chamber
exists to promote businesses in and
around Reepham and to act as a
channel for sharing information
about what’s going on in the town.
New members are always welcome.
Contact: Brenda Gostling 01603
870582. Email:
reephamchamber@gmail.com

Reepham Cluster Area Sure Start
Bumps to 5s Meets every Friday

from 1.15 pm – 3 pm (term time
only) at Stimpson’s Piece,
Reepham. Play, chat and snacks
including toy library every third
week. No charge

Reepham Country Market Held
every Wednesday from 8 am – 11
am, in The Bircham Centre, Market
Place, Reepham. Home-made
cakes, pies, biscuits, savoury
dishes, vegetables, fruit in season,
free range eggs, jams, jellies,
chutneys, etc.

Reepham & District Day Centre
Meets every Wednesday from 9.30
am – 2.30 pm. Welcome coffee on
arrival, home cooked lunch and
social time. Contact: Beth Rossetti
01603 870393, or Pauline Cooper
01603 871230

Reepham & District Gardening
Club Meets on the third Tuesday in
the month at 7.45 pm (except for
the AGM, which starts at 7.30 pm)
in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Visitors and new
members welcome. Contact: Judy
Holland 01603 308158

Reepham & District Rotary Club
Meets 7 pm every Monday in The
Old Brewery House, Reepham.
Contact: Gareth Homfray-Davies
07771 683133

Reepham Golf Society Meets
monthly at various courses around
Norfolk and Suffolk. Contact: Mark
Smith 07824 849397, or Dean
Mears 07825 299634/01603
870814 (day time)

Reepham Good Companions The
Friday Club meets every Friday at 2
pm in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. The Reepham Rover will
bring you and take you home if
transport is a problem. Contact: Eve
Webber 01603 871943

Reepham Knit and Natter Meets
on the first Monday in the month
from 2 pm – 4 pm in The Bircham
Centre, Market Place, Reepham.
Contact: Brenda Palmer 01603
871641

Reepham Methodist Church,
Station Road, Reepham. Sunday
Worship at 10.30 am. Coffee
morning/Traidcraft every
Wednesday from 9.30 am – 12.30
pm. Contact: The Minister 01263
732102

Reepham Runners Meet Sunday
mornings 8.30 am start; Tuesday
evening sessions 6.30 pm start,
(which offers more structured
training sessions with a coach and
is suitable for all standards,
including beginners); Friday
mornings 9 am for a slower run; and
Thursdays 6.30 pm. Meet at car
park of Stimpson’s Piece recreation
ground, Reepham. Contact: Jenni
Egmore 01603 308192. Email:
jenni@egmore.co.uk

Reepham Singers Meet every
Thursday (term times) at 8 pm in
The Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham. We are a small, female
voice choir. Contact: Louisa Dreisin

01603 879466. Email:
louisa.dreisin@hotmail.co.uk

The Reepham Society Holds five
public meetings a year from
February to November, on the
second Tuesday in selected months
at 7.30 pm at St Michael’s,
Reepham. Contact: Christine Powell
01603 879184. Email:
contact@reepham.org.uk

Reepham Toddler Club Meets
every Wednesday (term times) from
9.15 am – 11.15 am at Stimpson’s
Piece, Reepham. Pregnant mums
and parent/carers with children from
new-born to nursery age welcome.
Toys, crafts and activities and a
snack time (with a cup of coffee or
tea for you too!). £2.50 per first child
and 50p per additional sibling.
Health visitor is also present at
each session.

Reepham Town Council Meets on
the second Wednesday of the
month (excluding August), at 7.30
pm in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Contact: Jo Boxall, Town
Clerk 01603 873355. Email: email.
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Reepham WI Meets on the third
Thursday in the month at 7.30 pm
at St Michael’s, Reepham. Women
of all ages are welcome to join.
Contact: Sue Robinson 01603
261771. Email:
suzierobbo@hotmail.co.uk

Rock Solid, one of Rayzone’s
(Reepham Area Youth Project)
Friday clubs, meets alternate
Fridays at St Michael’s, Reepham,
from 6 – 7 pm. All Year 5-9 students
are welcome to come along for
games, challenges and discussion
on life issues. Subs 50p. Contact:
Claire Mead, Rayzone Youth Worker
07748 502603. Email:
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

St Mary’s Sunday Worship at 10.30
am, followed by refreshments in St
Michael’s. For details of this and
other services, see the church
notice-board. Contact: Revd.
Margaret Dean 01603 879275

Yoga Classes Held Monday 6.15
pm – 7.45 pm (£6) and Tuesday
10.30 am – 12 noon (£5). Also
chair-based exercises for mobility,
flexibility and strength, breathing
exercises and relaxation, Tuesday
1.30 pm – 2.30 pm (no charge,
donations only). St Michael’s,
Reepham. Contact: Angela
Thompson 01603 870800. Email:
ken_thompson@lineone.net

REGULAR EVENTS

We cannot accept event
details or corrections by

telephone. Please send to:
Reepham Community Press,

Homerton House, 
74 Cawston Road, Reepham

NR10 4LT or email:
info@reephamlife.co.uk



LOCAL SERVICES
To advertise here telephone 

Judy Holland on 01603 308158 
or email jholland@reephamlife.co.uk
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 NORMAN  
 PHILLIPS 

CARPENTER  and  JOINER 
 

 53 OLLANDS ROAD 
      REEPHAM, NORWICH  NR10 4EL 

 
  Tel.  01603 870503                         Fully Qualified 
  Mobile :  07792 370412                  Free Estimates     

FREE ADVERTISING OF HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN 
AND PERSONAL EFFECTS ONLY 

UP TO A TOTAL COLLECTIVE SALE VALUE OF £300
(Vehicles, cars, caravans, trailers, boats, property, businesses, etc., not accepted without charge)

Animals – pets, livestock, live fish, etc., not accepted

Free Ads

Victorian (maybe Edwardian)
Ottoman with padded lid (needs
recovering), 124 x 54 x 50 cm on
castors. Woodwork and internal
lining in good condition £50. Tel:
07768 057960

Pair of wrought iron gates, 5 ft x 5 ft
each £50 o.n.o. Travel cot £10. Tel:
01603 870731

Cast-iron decorative fireback (825 h
x 575 w approx.) with a pair of cast
iron decorative andirons (fire dogs)
£145. Buyer collects (very heavy).
Tel: 01603 870554

Tree spirals available free for
anyone who wants to collect them.
Tel: 01603 870636

Wanted: heavy-duty scarifier
required by Reepham Town Bowls
Club. Tel: 01603 870337

Enthusiastic and hardworking 16-
year-old school leaver seeks part

time/seasonal employment.
Anything considered! Has own
transport and can provide
references. Contact Luke Boxall on
01263 585063 or 07807 676438

Wanted: writers and correspondents
for Reepham Life. If you have a
nose for news gathering, a flair for
writing or knowledge of the local
area and could supply news items
or feature articles on a regular
basis, contact The Editor on 01603
308158 or email
gfisher@reephamlife.co.uk

Free Yorkshire terrier, 8 years old,
hateful little *******, bites!

Horologist, seeks 40ish woman with
ticking body clock (would consider
broken clock). For LTR before our
time runs out

God appeared to me in a dream last
night and spoke your name in my
ear. He gave me the winning lottery

numbers, too, though, so you can
understand where my priorities lay
when I raced to grab a notebook
and pen. Man, 37, living on hope
and the next seven weeks’ bonus
balls seeks woman whose first
name begins with S, or maybe F,
and rhymes with chicken, and has a
surname that’s either a place in
Shropshire or the title of a 1979
Earth, Wind and Fire track. Shicken
Boogiewonderland, I know you’re
reading this. Write now to box no.
5729

Joining nudist colony! Must sell
washer and dryer, £100

Attractive, slim and quick-witted
woman, 41, seeks clever, kind and
(very important) single man for LTR

Cows, calves: never bred. Also 1
gay bull for sale

Mentally, I’m a size eight.
Compulsive-eating F, 52, WLTM

man to 25 for whom the phrase
‘beauty is only skin-deep’ is both a
lifestyle choice and a religious
ethos. Box no. 5115.

Are there really philanthropic angels
reading this? If so, 20K would be life
changing

Wedding dress for sale, worn once
by mistake. Call Stephanie

Free puppies, half Cocker Spaniel,
half sneaky neighbour’s dog

Nice parachute: never opened, used
once

Free ads restricted to ONE
submission of 30 WORDS
maximum and total value

of £300 per issue

Free ads restricted to ONE submission of 30 WORDS MAXIMUM PER ISSUE
ANY EXCEEDING THIS LIMIT WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY REJECTED

Free ads can be emailed to: freeads@reephamlife.co.uk or left at Very Nice Things, Market Place, Reepham
Please include your name and address (not for publication) so we can verify your entry

Advertise your business in the Local
Services Guide for just £10 a month
Booking deadline for the July/August issue: 

17 June
Call Judy Holland

01603 308158
email: jholland@reephamlife.co.uk

www.reephamlife.co.uk

� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

�� �� 	� 
� �� �� � �� �� � �� �� ��

� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

� �� �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

� �� � � � �� � �� � � � �� �

� �� 
� � �� �� �� � �� �� �� �� ��

� � � �� � �� � � � �� � � �

	� �� 
� �� �� � 	� 
� �� �� �� �� 	�

� �� � �� � � � �� � � � �� �

� �� �� �� �� 
� �� �� � �� 
� �� ��

� �� � � � �� � �� � �� � �� �

�� �� �� �� �� �� � �� 	� �� �� �� ��

� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

CROSSWORD
SOLUTIONFUNNY FACE!

FACE PAINTING
Bring Fun to Your Event
CHILDREN'S PARTIES,

FETES, etc.

07502 295714
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NDR
Plumbing and Heating

24 Hour Call-Out Service
365 Days Emergency Service � Gas Boiler Servicing £50
� Central Heating Systems Installed � Boilers Replaced

�All Standard Plumbing Work Undertaken
Tel: 07903 326144

Email: NDRplumbing 2012@aol.co.uk

Reepham 
01603 872844/07711  379295

 

D A PLUMBING SERVICES
Oil boiler due for a service, 

broken down or needs replacing?

Call David on 01603 871202 
or 07771 602218

All plumbing work undertaken
Central heating power flushing

OFTEC-registered technician. All work guaranteed

Your local plumbing and heating engineer
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